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HIGH  POINT,  NORTE  CAROL IILA 
January  15 , 1935 


DR*  STALLINGS  MESSAGE 


The  Reader: 

Ih  ORDER  THAT  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  may 
concentrate  upon  the  establishment  of  the  Reedy 
Fork  soil  erosion  project,  it  ■'vill  be  necessary 
to  v/ithdrav/  a number  of  men  no*v7  vrorking  in  the 
Deep  River  area.  Such  a move  ytHI  necessarily 
greatly  retard  the  progress  of  the  erosion- 
control  work  in  this  area.  There  is,  in  fact, 
liklihood  that  field  work  in  the  Deep  River  area 
may  be  discontinued  entirely  at  an  early  date. 

"WE  THEREFORE  EXTEND  an  invitation  to  the 
remaining  farmers  in  the  Deep  River  area  ¥mo 
have  not  signed  an  agreement  to  cooperate  'vith 
the  government  in  helping  to  control  erosion  on 
their  farms  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  Should 
the  reader  be  in  tlie  group  of  those  who  have  not 
signed  a cooperative  agreement,  we  request  that 
you  get  in  touch  with  us  at  the  offices  of  the 
Soil  Erosion  Service  in  High  Roint  and  discuss 
your  problems  with  us, 

VfE  AVAIL  OURSELVES  of  this  opportunity  to 
express  our  appreciation  to  the  eight  hundred 
farmers  in  this  area  vYho  have  already  signed 
cooperative  a,greements,  and  to  the  four  hundred 
additional  farmers  ¥fho  have  signified  their 
intentions  of  doing  so  by  extending  us  invitations 
to  cooperate  with  them.  We  urge  those  who  have 
not  yet  signed  up  to  follow  the  example  of  these 
wdio  have  and  reap  the  results  thereof. 

Dr.  J.  Ik  Stallings 
Regional  Director 
Soil  Erosion  Service 
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DID  YOU  KUOTf  THAT 


IvHEB  THE  SLOPE  of  land  is  increased  I|.  times, 
the  speed  of  the  water  flowing  over  it  is  abont 
double,  the  cutting  power  is  multiplied  by,  Ij., 

P^he  power  to  carry  soil  is  multipliedbby  32  and 
the  size  of  particles  it  can  carry  is  multiplied 
by  61+? 


EROSION  REIOYES  tr/’enty-one  times  as  much 
plant  food  from  the  soil  as  cultivs.ted  crops? 

EROSION  COSTS  the  State  of  North  Carclir^  66 
million  dollars  yearly  by  removing  plant  food  alone? 

ROTATING  CROPS  reduce  soil  loss  about  one-third? 

BURNED-OYER  WOODS  lose  over  58  times  as  much 
soil  as  does  unbiu'ned  woods ^ 

GFlA.SS  SOD  LOSES . over  11  times  , as  much  soil 
as  unburned  woods? 

LORE  THAN  50^  of  the  cultivated  land  in  the 
Piedmont  Region  is  severely  eroded  and  gullied? 

1.1%  OF  ALL  LAND  in  Piedmcnt  North.  Carolina 
has  been  abandoned  due  to  excessive  erosion? 

3*1^  OF  ALL  TEE  LAND  in  North  Carolina  has 
been  abandoned  due  to  erosion? 

TEE  SECOND  LOST  BADLY  eroded  soil  in  North 
Carolina  is  one  of  the  predominant  soils  in  the 
Beep  River  erosion  control  area? 

TERRACES  BUILT  by  the  Soil  Erosion  Service 
in  this  area  recently  withstood  the  hesiviest 
36-hour  rain  on  record  in  the  last  ten  years? 
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CORRECT  CONTOUR-PTJRRaWIRG 


UNLESS  PROPER  EROSION-CONTROL  methods  are 
applied  in  due  time,  gullied  hillsides  which  have 
been  abandoned  for  pasture  ymll  inevitably  become 
hopelessly  untillablee  iimong  the  various  methods 
and  practices  Yihioh  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  applies 
in  its  fight  to  control  erosion  and  in  salvaging 
badly  gullied  areas,  none  is  more  applicable  nor 
more  necessary  than  contour  furrowing, 

^ CONTOUR  FQRROWIKG,  as  the  name  indicates,  means 
the  throwing  up  of  furrows  following  the  contours 
of  the  land.  If  the  field  is  badly  cut  up  with 
gi.illies  from  six  to  eight  inches  in  depth,  or  deeper, 
it  is  best  to  close  the  furrows  at  the  edge  of  the 
gullies.  But  if  the  field  has  only  shoAlorf  depres- 
sions the  furrows  may  cut  across  these  depressions, 
providing  the  base  of  the  furrow  is  kept  level. 

To  keep  the  base  of  the  furrovj  level  it  must  curve 
up  the  gullies  or  depression  and  down  the  crests 
of  the  hills  between,  thus  making  a CORRECT  CONTOUR 
line  upon  the  field® 

THE  FUNDhIv'ENTAL  PURPOSE  of  contour  furrowing 
is  to  stop  the  washing  of  the  soil  and  to  irrigate 
the  lazid.  The  contour  furrow  accomplishes  this  aim 
in  severa.1  different  'ways.  By  having  a level  base 
bhe  furroY/  will  not  allow  the.  water  to  wash  doYni 
tiie  hillside,  but  w-ill  hold  it  and  distribute  it 
regularly  over  the  field.  The  water  is  thus  given 
vime  to  soak  into  the  soil. 

BY  TAKING  THE  13ATER  out  of  the  gullies,  leaving 
niem  dry  — except  for  the  water  that  falls  there — 
rass  Diid  other  erosion-resisting  plants  are  given 
char 03  to  grown  As  time  goes  on  that  laird  will 
igain  kecome  tillable  and  productive. 
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HOW  YfHEH  THE  FARIffiR  has  more  spare  time  than 
any  other  season  of  the  year  contour  furrowing 
should  be  done,  so  that  the  furrows  vfill  have  time 
to  settle  betYfeen  now  and  Spring.  FurroY/s  that 
are  constructed  now  Yd.ll  serve  as  the  centers  of 
the  LAHB  for  the  fields  to  be  plowed  in  the  Spring. 

IT  IS  URGED  AS  AN  EROSION-CONTROL  and  land-use 
measure  that  the  farmers  apply  more  definitely  the 
contour-  furroYf  upon  their  badly  eroded  fields. 

If  anyone  having  such  Yfork  to  be  done  Ydll  call 
by  the  offices  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  in 
High  Point  we  sliall  be  glad  to  help  them  do  it. 


THE  OLD  LADY  KNOWS  BEST 


A NAKED  TERRACE  is  like  a naked  baby  in  that 
neither  can  withstand  exposure  to  the  ravages  of 
Mother  Nature.  But  Yfith  a little  help  from  man  in 
securing  sufficient  covering,  and  other  necessary 
attributes  of  development,  they  can  get  a fine 
foothold  on  life. 


NOTHING  IS  AS  EFFECTIVE  or  as  permanent  in 
helping  to  ^^clothe”  the  terrace  as  vegetative  groYffch. 
Look  about  your  farm  and  you  can  see  evidences  of 
how  Mother  Nature  has  established  vegetation  and 
healed  many  gullies.  Let  us  take  a lesson  from 
The  Old  La,dy  in  cur  fight  against  erosionj 

THE  USE  OF  SHRUBS,  vines,  blackberry  and  other 
such  close-grovdiig  plants  properly  placed  at  the 
outlets  of  terraces  serve  as  an  excellent  method 
of  preventing  water  from  cutting  gullies  in  the 
terrace  channels. 
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THIN  THE  WOODS  NOW 


IN  THE  DEEP  RIVER  area,  where  the  sleet  storia 
of  last  wirter  injured  so  many  trees,  it  is  espec- 
ially important  to  improve  the  timberland  and  put 
it  in  better  shape  for  producing  an  income.  Injured 
trees  should  be  removed  before  they  are  killed  by 
insects  and  diseases,  and  while  they  still  have  a 
monetary  value  as  fuelwood,  pulpwood,  fence  posts, 
crossties,  and  perhaps  as  timber* 

FORESTS  CAN  BE  FURTHER  improved  by  the  removal 
of  trees  of  poor  species,  such  as  black  gum,  black 
oak,  blackjack  oak,  red  maple,  sycamore,  etc^  Such 
^’weed  trees should  be  removed  if  they  over-top 
young  Ydiite  oak,  post  oak,  red  oak,  yellow  poplar, 
and  short  leaf  pine*  Dense  stands  of  young 
reproduction  should  be  thinned  by  removing 
undesirable  forms  and  species* 

THE  FOLLOWING  LIST  includes  other  classes  of 
trees  Vvtiich  should  be  removed  from  our  forests: 

1*  Those  Yfhich  have  their- grov/th  stunted  by 
being  overtopped  by  others* 

2*  Badly  fire-scarred  trees*  .... 

3*  Crooked  trees  and  large-croTmed,  shortboled 
trees  which  are  crov/ding  others  and  utilizing  more 
growing  space  than  their  value  permits. 

IN  MANY  INSTANCES  where  fields  have  been 
abandoned  in  the  past  five  years  the  natural  re- 
production has  been  both  sparse  and  often  of  un- 
desirable species.  In  these  cases  farm  labor  can 
be  utilized  profitably  by  planting  such  areas  to 
good,  rapid  growing  trees  at  a.  low  cost  per  acre. 
Tree  seedlings  can  be  obtained  at  cost  (about  §5.00 
per  1,000,  plus  transportation)  from  the  State  Dept, 
of  Conservation  and  Development  at  Raleigh. 


TIMELY  TIPS 


THE  SOIL  EROSION  SERVICE  is  cooperating  vfith 
the  farmers  in  the  erosion-control  area  by  supplying 
them  seed  for  growing  certain  crops  ^ which  Y\rill 
assist  in  controlling  wash  on  their  faimis*  Most 
of  the  seed  vTill  be  planted  in  Febi'uary  and  March. 

In  order  to  get  the  best  results  from  these  crops, 
it  is  essential  to  prepare  the  land  properly  before 
planting  time.  The  Soil' Erosion  Service,  therefore, 
makes  some  suggestions  on  hoY\r  to  prepare  land  for 
these  crops: 

WHERE  PASTURE  MIXTURES  ARE  TO  BE  SOWN  --  unless 
that  land  is  now  in  small  grain  — the  land  should 
be  broken  this  vrinter.  Land  broken  now  will  have 
time  to  pulverize  and  become  firm  before  seeding. 

This  is  necessary  for  a good  stand  and  quick  groi,Yth 
of  pasture  grasses.  Before  seeding,  this  land 
should  be  disked  and  leveled. 

STRIPS  OF  LAND  which  are  to  be  seeded  in  alfalfa 
during  early  Spring  should  be  broken  as  early  as 
possible,  and  then  disked  every  thirty  days  there- 
after until  planting  time.  If  strip-cropping  vrith 
alfalfa  has  . been  planned  for  your  farm  and  the-  strips 
have  not  been  laid  out,  the  Soil  Erosion  Service 
Yrill  do  so  at  an  early  date.  To  get  good  results 
from  alfalfa,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a well-pulverized  and  firm  seed  bod  at  planting  time. 

A GREATER  FART  of  lespodoza  and  clover  v/ill  be 
soY/n  in  Y;ith  small  grain  that  is  now  growing.  No 
soil  preparation  for  such  areas  need  be  done  nov\r. 

All  that  is  necessary  is  a section  harrovf  run-ovor 
lightly  at  seeding  time.  In  case  the  land  that  is 
to  bo  soi,m  to  lespedeza  is  not  now  in  grain,  then 
the.  soil  preparation  should  be  the  samiO  as  for 
^ pasture  lando 
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PLAIIIIING  PLANTIMG 


TO  START  THE  NEW  YEAR  off  right,  it  is  ap- 
propriate to  plan  noY/  what  should  be  done  on  the 
farm  during  the  ensuing  year.  One  of  the  most 
important  things  to  do  now  is  to  select  the  best 
■varieties  of  the  different  crops  to  be  groYm  upon 
your  farm  during  the  year.  Experimentation  and 
demonstration  upon  different  types  of  soil  in  the 
Deep  River  erosion-control  area  have  proved  that 
certain  varieties  of  each  crop  Yfill  produce  more 
quantity  and  greater  quality  on  our  soils  than 
others , 

FOR  THE  AID  A2-ID  CONVENIENCE  of  the  farmers 
in  this  area  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  has  com- 
piled a chart  which  will  indicate  the  varieties 
of  crops  best  suited  for  the  soil  in  this 
area.  After  selecting  the  varieties  which  you 
intend  to  use  on  3/our  farm,  you  should  secure — 
if  you  do  not  have  such  on  hand — seed  that  has 
been  field-selected,  sound  and  free  from  diseases, 

THE  USE  OF  BETTER  seed  now  means  the  reap- 
ing of  higher  profits  in  your  farm  operations 
in  the  future  and  the  development  of  a higher 
type  of  agriculture  for  this  section. 

BELOW  ARE  LISTED  the  varieties  best  adapted 
to  the  soils  of  the  Deep  River  area: 


CROP 

Tobacco 


VARIETIES 

Cash 

T/Tnite  Stem  Oronocco 
YelloY/  Pryor 
Jamaica 
Bonanza 


Cotton 


Mexican  Big  Boll 
Improved  Strain 
(128  and  58-li;) 
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CROP 

Corn 


Soy  Besins 


Co^^eas 


VARIETIES 
Southern  Beauty 
¥■[ e ekl  ey  ^ s Imp r o ve  d 
Golden  Jarvis  (yellow) 

Laredo»-MediLim  early 
Virginia — Ear ly 
Mammoth  Yellow — for 
bog  pasture. 


Brabham 

Iron 


Lespedeza 


Irish  Potatoes 
Sweet  Potatoes 


Kobe 

Tennessee 
Korean  (for  most 

productive  soils ) 

Korean  6g  Common  (for 
pasture  raixture) 

Irish  Cobblers 

Porto  Ricos 
Nancy  Hall 


PROMINENT  LAWYER  COIEIENTS 

'’FROM  THIAT  I SEE  AND  HEAR  of  it  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service  is  the  best  thing  that  the  present 
Tfashingtcn  adniiaistrcabion  has  innaugerated  to  aid 
agriculture/'  declared  Clifford  Frazier,  vridely 
knoT/n  Greensboro  lavyer.  ’^Such  work  of  conserving 
farm  soils  and  land-use  planning  is  of  fundam.ental 
importance.  The  saving  of  our  soils  from  aggra- 
vated rainwash  is  merely  safeguarding  the  security 
smd  prosperity  of  our  country,  which  seems  to  me 
any  thiiiking  person  has  no  difficulty  in  seeing. '' 
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MEMCE  OF  FROST  ACTION 


THE  UPlIARD  HEAFiHG  frost  action^  which  we 
carx  see  any  odd  ivinter  morning  on  road  banks, 
gullies  8.nd  other  such  places  ’where  the  soil  does 
not  ha'^^e  a si’fficient  cover,  is  one  of  the  most 
destmctive  age?acieG  of  onr  scilo  It  is  not  at 
all  uncormon  to  find  particles  of  the  soil  lifted 
upv^-ai'd  by  the  ice  six  to  eight  inches  in  the 
early  morning , Later  in  the  day  wnen  the  sun 
rises  and  the  earth  begins  to  thaw  and  melt  the 
ice,  those  sod  particles  'fall  back  upon  the 
harder  soil  belon*  On  embanlonents  and  steep 
hills,  den  the  ice  threads  melt,  the  soil 
’washes  dowai  and  collects  at  the  bottoms  of  the 
banks . 

UNLESS  SUCH  PLACES  that  are  susceptible  to 
frost  action  are  protected,  they  will  soon  lose 
their  agricultural  and  scenic  value.  Some  form  . 
of  ’^egetat j.ve  cover  m.ust  be  planted  to  protect 
against  wasliing.  The  most  permanent  practical 
protection  against  this  erosion  menace  is  a 
mulch  of  Yvnods  litter  vrhich  falls  from  trees, 
or  a cover  of  grass  or  vines,  such  as  blackberry 
and  Deu^il^s  Shoe  String. 


WILDLIFE  AND  EROSION  CONTROL 

THE  SCOPE  OF  THE  SOIL  EROSION  SEEWICE  includes 
wildlife  management  as  a phase  of  the  proper  land- 
use  program*.  Planting  terrace  outlets,  ditch  banks, 
gulli'.s  and  other  badly  eroded  areas  urith  suitable 
cover  causes  very  little  additional  effort  to  the 
major  operations  of  controlling  erosion.  These 
iiijprovements , together  with  good  management  of 
fence  rows,  hedges  and  odd  corners  about  the  farm 
will  make  the  entire  area  a veritable  haven  for 
game,  song  axid  insectivorous  birds. 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSYJERS 

Ques , 
Ans . 

Hov^r  should  lespedeza  be  sovm.  on  idle  land? 
Disc -the  land  with  a disc  harrow  and  seed.- 

P 

Ques . 

Tlhat  can  I do  vfith  areas  of  land  that  are 
"ivet  natured''? 

Ans  • 

Run  over  it  vrith  a disc  harrow  and  seed  to 
a mixture  of  orchard  grass,  Redtop  grass  and 
lespedeza. 

Que  s 

1 

How  is  the  farmer  going  to  get  seed  to 
carry  out  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  program, 
besides  that  which  is  furnished  by  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service? 

Ans . 

Harvest  seed  from  crops  grovjn  from  original 
seed  furnished  by  the  Soil  Erosion  Service. 

Ques . 

Wiat  may  the  farmer  do  vvnth  the  crops  for 
v/hichthe  Soil  Erosion  Service  furnished 
seed? 

iUlS  • 

The  farmer  may  do  as  he  pleases  vvlth  such 
crops . 

Ques . 

Is  it  advisable  to  fcllovf  tobacco  after 

Aj-iS  • 

lespedeza? 

Ho. 

Ques.  l^fhat  is  a good  quail  food?  • 

Ails.  Lespedesa. 

Ques.  Adiat  t\70  haivks  are  hariiiful  to  quail? 


Ans . 

Sharp-Shinned  and  Coopers. 

Ques . 

fiiiat'  species  of  trees  are  being  planted  by 
the  Soil  Erosion  Service? 

Ans . 

» 

Loblolly  and  shcrtleaf  pines,  a.rid  black 
locust.  Oak  and  walnut  seed  are  also  being 
used. 
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DECLARES  CROPPING  IffiTHODS  IMPORTANT 


”AS  THE  RESULTS  OF  EXPERIMENTS  in  soil 
conservation  and  erosion  control  show  definitely 
ths^t  methods  of  soil  management  and  cropping 
methods  are  very  important  in  conserving  soil 
and  controlling  run-off  -vmter,  and  as  there  has 
been,  and  is  now,  a tendency  by  certain  ones 
to  consider  terracing  as  the  most  important 
implement  of  erosion  control. 

''BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THIS  SOCIETY  that,  any 
National  or  State  program  of  erosion  control  and 
soil  conservation  should  include  all  of  the 
methods  of  attack  which  are  proven  to  be  valuable 
by  carefully  conducted  experiments.  A complete 
program  of  erosion  control  must  include  vegetative 
m^ethods  using  grass  and  trees,  contour  farming 
and  strip  cropping,  and  crop  rotations  with 
soil  erosion  resistant  crops  in  the  rotation  and 
in  strips  on  the  contour. 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  no  terraces 
should  be  promoted  in  any  soil  conservation 
program  by  our  National  Government  unless  they 
are  properly  combined  with  sensible  soil 
management  and  agronomic  methods  of  erosion 
ccntrbi  based  upon  a soil  classification  and 
study  that  will  provide  the  necessary  knowledge 
regarding  the  several  factors  which  must  be 
considered  for  the  best  utilization  of  each 
field,  considering  soil  type,  slope  of  the 
land,  type  and  extent  of  erosion,  and  the 
present  use  that  is  being  made  of  the  field." 

— Resolution  of  Aiaerican  Society 
of  Agronomy. 


